
Minutes for November 2015 Monthly Meeting 

Of the Democratic Club of Vista 

The meeting was held at the Pantry & Pie Shoppe at 945 S. Santa Fe Ave., Vista, CA 92083 

The meeting was held on the second Saturday of the month, 

November 14, 2015 from 10:00 a.m. until 12:00 noon 

 

20 were in attendance. 

Sue Alderson, President, Presiding 

The meeting was called to order. 

The Agenda was approved. 

The minutes from the last meeting were approved. 

President’s Report: 

Sue Alderson, president, introduced new member, Becky Devlin Hutchins from the Vista Press.  Sue 
discussed how to get unlikely voters to vote in the presidential elections; why Scott Peters is not being 
supported by the Unions and various conflicts that individual Democratic clubs in different areas of the 
county have regarding endorsement of candidates and money going from clubs to candidates.     

Treasurer’s Report:  

Nanci Oechsle was present, membership fund contain $655.51; We have 43 members in god standing. 

Committee Reports: 

 Erubey Lopez, City Council Committee, the mobile home parks rent control is set to expire, must be 
ratified with consensus.   

Mary Elizabeth is organizing the outreach committee by having the members set up various social media 
accounts including Twitter, Craig’s List, Reddit and Free Press  

 Sue is in charge of community organizing committee which is working on minimum wage and union 
issues. 

Guest Speaker: 

Douglas Applegate who is running for Darrell Issa’s seat, the 49th District, was our guest speaker.  His 
topic was the situation in the Middle East.  He was in the Marines for 32 years and was a Judge 
Advocate.  He was in Ramadi, the triangle of death, which is in the hands of ISIS.  Three key factors are 
military, religion and tribe.  Revenge is also a major factor.  In the Middle East Islam and politics are 
strongly linked.  It would be easy to have attacks similar to the Paris attack here, as they aren’t that 
sophisticated.   The most difficult thing to do is convince the recruits to die for their faith.  Anti-Muslim 
prejudice drives the attacks.  Our intervention makes it easier for ISIS to recruit.  If we destroy ISIS 
similar groups will rise up.  If the U.S. is too forceful we will give fodder to ISIS and other extremists.  
Instead allies in the Middle East need to step up.   Israel isn’t that concerned about ISIS and doesn’t see 
them an existential threat and they aren’t an existential threat to the U.S.  We can’t prevent weapons 



from flowing into the hands of extremists.  Congress also refuses to vote on military action because they 
are cowards and don’t want to make a record.   The Saudis should intervene but refuse to.  If we focus 
on renewable energy and become less dependent on the Saudis and Middle East oil, the situation will 
improve. 

New Business:  

Bi-monthly newsletter is up for discussion; Let Sue know if you want to do it; Joe will set it up  

Audrey- Business Cards for the Vista Dems; Nanci says we can afford them, they will be generic with the 
club’s name.  We can also have bookmarks, maybe with voting quote from Obama on them. 

Holiday Party/Debate watching party in lieu of next meeting on December 19 at Sue’s house.  Potluck 
starting at 4:30. 

 

 

 

 


